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Draft Regulation Impact Statement for Pedestrian Safety Standards
Withdrawn - (ie about Bullbar regulations for our 4WDs) -

The draft Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) for Pedestrian Safety

Standards has been withdrawn.

Please refer to the following media release by Parliamentary Secretary King:
www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/ck/releases/2011/February/CK006_2011.htm

MEDIA RELEASE
The Hon Catherine King MP

Parliamentary Secretary for
Infrastructure and Transport

24 February 2011 CK006/2011

Pedestrian Safety and Bull Bars

The Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and
Transport, Catherine King, restated again that the
Government will not be banning bull bars.

"Over recent weeks I have received strong feedback
through the consultation process associated with
the Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) proposing
the adoption of an international standard on
pedestrian safety," Ms King said.

"Following careful consideration of the views and
concerns put by individuals and stakeholders, I
have decided that the proposal is not suitable for
Australian conditions and I have directed the
Department to withdraw the Regulation Impact
Statement," Ms King said.

"While the Government is committed to improving
the safety of pedestrians, we also recognise that
bull bars play a positive role in the safety of vehicle
occupants.

"In no circumstances will the Government consider
banning bull bars or contemplate any lessening of
the protection they provide. We are committed to
ensuring that people remain fully protected in
animal strikes and other hazardous situations where
bull bars play a key role," Ms King said.

Ms King has now asked Department to consult with
interested parties on the options for improving
pedestrian safety.

Media Contacts Peter Dwyer ( King's Office )
0409 866 054

Australian Government's policy - Harmonisation

The Australian Government's policy is to harmonise the
national vehicle safety standards with international
regulations where possible and consideration is given to the
adoption of the international regulations of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE).
Australia is a signatory to the UNECE 1958 Agreement and
the 1998 Agreement. The policy to harmonise is also
important to fulfil World Trade Organisation and Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation commitments.

Where do we stand

The Regulation Impact Statement had been criticised by the
Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association (AAAA).
Four Wheel Drive Australia (FWDA - our national body) is
closely allied to this organisation.

The RIS sought discussion on introducing Europe (UNECE)
regulation GTR-09 governing vehicle frontal protection
systems - ie Bullbars.

The AAAA claims the economic and accident data analysis
undertaken in the RIS is deeply flawed. The RIS states
openly that there is no data or evidence of the link
between bull bars and pedestrian injury/death and yet they
go on to use (extensively) an estimates of pedestrian lives
saved. Also the RIS,

- Ruled out any driver protection at the outset, apparently
bull bars do not protect drivers - no evidence was provided.

- Injury to drivers and passengers —ignored. Loss of exports —
ignored, Loss of jobs —ignored.

At no stage did the government seek to ban bullbars - but what
they were about to offer left a lot to be desired.

In fact the focus still seems to be on pedestrian safety rather
than a broad approach to matters either side of the Bullbar.
We will need to watch things closely until the matter is
resolved.

The price of freedom is eternal vigilance Thomas Jefferson

Detail: Australian Government - Dept of Infrastructure and Transport: Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association (AAAA
Edited: by 4WD Adventurers Club of SA Inc- Direct all correspondence to Editor FWDSA email:- saafwdc@saafwdc.asn.au

4WD Matters February 2011 - 27/02/2011 : Disclaimer: Whilst every endeavour is made ta ensure the accuracy of the material in this publication, Four Wheel Drive
South Australia shall not be held responsible for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies.
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